tary canal by the microscope, and such chemical tests as we possess for the determination of the changes of such articles of food as exhibit definite structure. In order that we may ultimately arrive at a complete exposition of the phenomena of digestion, he is of the opinion that it will be necessary to examine?first, the structure of particular kinds of food, then the changes produced in them by cooking, and lastly to trace the changes they undergo at short intervals, through the alimentary canal from the stomach to the rectum.
The results of a series of researches of this character on the changes in starch, and starch containing foods, are presented in this memoir.
The method adopted for the examination of the^anges in starch and starch-foods was as follows: an animal was kept fasting twenty-four hours, and afterwards confined to a diet consisting of the starch or amylaceous food, with They increase in numbers towards the csecum, in which a large number of fully-developed vibriones are constantly seen. These minute organisms increase in size and length in the colon and rectum, and their fissiparous mode of propagation, first described by the author in the "Quarterly Journal of Microscopical Science," may be distinctly traced by examining the contents of these portions of the intestine.
